
Kimbolton 17 after Trinity 2019      2 Tim 2:8-15; Lk 17:11-19 

The other day a friend of mine shared a post on Facebook that was called “What it’s like to be 

British”. The list was of well-observed habits and anxieties that many of us share, beginning with 

Worrying you’ve accidentally packed 3 kilos of cocaine and a dead goat as you stroll through 

“Nothing to declare”. 

The extensive list – which I’m not, you’ll be glad to know, going to read in full – included such gems 

as: 

• Not hearing someone for the third time, so just laughing and hoping for the best 

• Saying “anywhere here’s fine” when the taxi’s directly outside your front door 

• The overwhelming sorrow of finding a cup of tea you forgot about 

(That one’s quite close to my heart, as I have been known to measure the busyness of a day in the 
number of mugs of tea that have gone cold!) 

• Punishing people who don’t say thank you by saying “you’re welcome” as quietly as possible 

We have a clear idea of the importance of saying thank you. We remind children of the importance 
of saying “please” and “thank you”. It matters that what people do and give is properly 
acknowledged, that we don’t take one another for granted, and that we express appreciation. So 
when people don’t say “thank you”, whether it’s for something comparatively small like holding a 
door or giving way to another driver, or for something that has taken some real time or effort, we 
get irritated.  

This morning’s gospel reading in which Jesus heals ten lepers, and only one, a Samaritan, comes back 
to say thank you invites us to think about gratitude. But this is not simply a courtesy tale to remind 
us of the importance of good manners, a Sunday school story to tell us that we need to say thank 
you for things. 

What I would like us to do for the next few minutes is to think about some of what emerges from 
this passage, and what it might say to us about what it should be like to be people of Jesus Christ. 

Unlike many of the healing miracles that are recounted in the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and 
Luke), this story is found only in Luke’s gospel, and it picks up on themes which recur throughout the 
gospel. One of those themes is about the place of the outsider, and the other is about praise.  We’ll 
come back to those in a minute. 

The other thing to note is where this miracle sits in the narrative.  It sits in the middle of an extended 
block of teaching, and is linked only thematically to what precedes it.  And what precedes it in verses 
7 -10 is a rather peculiar little bit of teaching which basically says “Why expect thanks or reward for 
doing the thing you are expected to do?”.   

Then we meet Jesus on his way to a village somewhere or other. The description is a bit odd and, if 

to be taken literally, suggests Luke’s grasp of Palestinian geography was hazy.  However, the whole 

narrative direction of Luke’s gospel is that Jesus is on his way towards Jerusalem.  And here he is in 

“the region between Galilee and Samaria”. He’s in a border region, in an area that is not definitely 

one place or the other, not definitely one faith or the other. And as he approaches a village – not yet 

definitely in one community or another – he encounters ten lepers. These are not simply people who 



are sick with a disease; they are people who are outcasts from society. As the lepers approach Jesus 

they keep their distance, Luke tells us in verse 12, and cry out to him. They recognise him, they 

acknowledge his authority, they ask him for help. And he sends them to the priests to be declared 

clean – not simply healed from their disease, but restored to society, brought back into a place of 

belonging.  

One of them, realising what has happened, turns back praising God. He falls at Jesus’ feet and thanks 

him. And, we are told, he was a Samaritan. Jesus asks what about the other nine. In the Greek text it 

reads simply “Were not the ten cleansed? The nine where?”. We assume that the point being made 

(though it isn’t actually clear in the passage) is that the other nine are Israelites who should have 

recognised Jesus, and should have known to come and give their thanks and praise, but it is the 

foreigner, the religious outsider, who has done so.  

Over and over again in Luke’s gospel, unlikely people give praise.  A young woman who magnifies the 

Lord for the great things he has done; shepherds, who return to their flocks, praising God for all they 

have heard and seen; a centurion in Capernaum; and now this Samaritan, healed from his disease, 

and offered a place of belonging. His faith has made him well, has healed him, has saved him. 

The cleansed Samaritan leper praises God, and gives thanks for what Jesus has done for him. His 

praise and gratitude are immediate, public and visible. What we do as we gather as God’s people to 

worship is give thanks and praise. The word eucharist means thanksgiving. We say it is right to give 

God thanks and praise, and this is recognised as our duty and our joy.   

As a diocese, we pray to be the generous and visible people of Jesus Christ. Generosity is gratitude in 

practice. It is living with thankful hearts, realising that all that we are and have is gift; generosity is 

how we make space for other people – for the outsider, the person who doesn’t belong, who is 

different from us, or who is our local or global neighbour. We pray to be generous people of Jesus 

Christ, living in response to his generous love.   

Jesus says “Were not the ten cleansed? The nine where?” This is not Jesus muttering “You’re 

welcome” as quietly as possible, in passive aggressive objection to their lack of gratitude.  Rather, it 

is emphasising the thanks and praise expressed by the Samaritan “foreigner”, the religious outsider. 

The other nine go their way, cleansed, healed, restored into their community. Perhaps, unlike the 

religious outsider, that is all easier for them. They are still healed. Christ’s compassion is still poured 

out for them. 

We pray to be generous and visible people of Jesus Christ. We pray to be people whose lives will be 

shaped by gratitude – not just by common courtesy pleases and thank yous – but by generous 

response to the overwhelming generous love of God. We pray to be people who will put that 

gratitude into practice as we engage with the needs of our communities, with the difficult and 

divisive politics of the moment, and with creation. We pray that as we put that gratitude into 

practice, as we live our praise, others will see the generous love of God at work, and will themselves 

see what God has done, and turn, and give thanks.  

Lord, give us thankful hearts, and grace to live thankful lives, that we may be the generous and 

visible people of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 


