
 

 

Sermon for Christmas 1 2019  
At Tilbrook (benefice Service)  

Hebrews 2:1-end Matthew 2:13-end 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Christmas is over then for another year and we 
wait now for the New Year celebrations before we 
move on to the business of life for 2020 a new 
decade. 
We have heard the Christmas story several times 
over the past week or so. 
In doing so, we have heard that God was at work 
in the lives of this ordinary couple from Bethlehem, 
in the lives of shepherds watching their flocks, and 
of wise men travelling from far away. Today we 
heard of his work again in directing the couple and 
their new baby to flee from their own country into 
Egypt. 
What must they have thought about it all? 
 
This pause between the great celebrating and 
remembrance of Christ’s birth and the more 
secular celebration of the New Year is a good time 
to reflect how God/Jesus has changed our lives, 
and where we have seen him at work in our lives 
this year. 
 
Now this is often a bit tricky because we don’t 
always recognize God’s hand at work. Mary, 

Joseph, the shepherds and kings all had angels to 
inform them, fairly obvious then that God was 
involved. But we don’t often have that help, well I 
 certainly never have. 
 
But when we look back over our lives, over the 
year, perhaps we can see where things turned out 
for the best even when we didn’t think they would. 
Sometimes the best is definitely NOT what we 
thought we wanted either. 
In fact I’ve found that quite often when God works 
in our lives he gives us a challenge and well as 
something good.                                                              
Often when we ask for something to be done his 
response is ‘well get on and do it’ 
 
So where has he been at work in your life this 
year? I don’t need you to stand up and testify, 
unless you really want to, but it would be beneficial 
for each of us to reflect a bit on how He has 
changed us and our lives over the past year. 
 
My life has changed radically by moving to 
Kimbolton and all that has meant to me and to 
Terry. 
Here in the South Leightonstone group of parishes 
there has been significant change in the form of a 
new Vicar, Revd. Phil here; his arrival will 
undoubtedly bring some changes all for the best 
we hope. 
Whatever it is we hope for in 2020 we can be 



 

 

certain that God will give us what is best for us. 
And if he does bring challenges with it then we can 
be reassured that he will be with us as we tackle 
them. After all he says I will be with you always 
until the end of the age, yes we can be sure of his 
constant presence. 
 
Perhaps we could also ponder over how we may 
improve our relationship with God who loved and 
still loves us so much that he was prepared to 
send his only Son to live with us and to die for us.                                                          
 
There are some things we can do for ourselves; we 
could perhaps use the HTB app ‘the Bible in One 
Year” (Go on Holy Trinity, Brompton website, 
HTB.org,and scroll down to ‘The Bible in One Year’ 
click download the app) which gives thoughtful 
reflections for each day, or if you like download 
‘Pray as you Go’ ( go to the app store and search 
for  ‘Pray as You Go’ to download the free app) 
which gives a more Ignatian reflection; or perhaps 
you could use books like these to help you build 
your relationship with God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, changing you incrementally day by day. I 
recently saw a video clip of the Pope suggesting 
that we all keep a small copy of the Gospels (New 
Testament and Psalms from Gideons International) 
handy and read a short passage each day. He said 
it would change us incrementally and I think he is 
right. Two minutes a day would do he said.                                                                             
Later this year, in Lent, we will be looking at the 

spiritual disciplines, things like prayer, fasting, 
meditation, Bible study and so on. These are ways 
we can deepen our knowledge of God and 
discover his will for us. 
He is waiting for us to recognize him and his hand 
at work in our lives as his hand was at work in the 
lives of Mary and Joseph. 
 
Because, just as the birth of that baby so many 
years ago, changed forever the life of that young 
woman, Mary, so that baby has the power to 
change our lives completely too; we simply need to 
turn and reach out to him. He is always there 
waiting for us to reach out to him. 
Trevor Dennis puts these words into God’s mouth 
in his book ‘God Treads Softly Here’ (SPCK 2004) 
page 3-4 
 
‘I play the waiting game.                                                  
When you play the prodigal,                                                 
I do not follow you,                                                           
spy on you, drag you out of the mire,                                
haul you by the hair to where you belong.                                  
I simply wait.                                                                    
But give me the slightest chance,                          
just a glimpse of your turning,                                          
and I will run to embrace you                                       
and give you a homecoming                                        
beyond your wildest dreams……                              
and you will find again your soul…..                                      
Do not keep me waiting for too long.’ 



 

 

 
God is just waiting patiently for us to get to know 
him better. Perhaps this is the year for that. 
As Augustine said.. 
‘Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in 
you’ (confessions of Augustine). Let us give our 
hearts the peace of resting in God. 

 
Lord God, heavenly Father,                                            
you shape our dreams.                                                           
As we put our trust in you                                               
may your hopes and desires be ours                                          
and we your faithful people. Amen 
 
Also useful books;- 
‘Just as I am’ by Ruth Etchells, SPCK 1994 

‘Each Day Each Night’ Paul Sheppy; Canterbury 
Press 1997 


