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Thank you to everyone who contributed to this magazine— it is 
greatly appreciated.  Please send us your news, features and 

articles by the 15th of each month to 
kimboltonparishmagazine@gmail.com 
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February services 
2nd 

Candle
mass 

9:30am Covington Parish Communion 
Spaldwick Morning Worship 

10:45am Kimbolton Family Service 
 4pm Spaldwick St James’ Re-start Celebration—pg 

13 
5th 10:30am Kimbolton BCP Holy Communion 
9th  9:30am Tilbrook Family Service 
 9:30am Easton Parish Communion 
 10:45am Kimbolton Family Communion 
  3pm Covington Family Service—pg  9 
12th  10:30am Kimbolton BCP Holy Communion 
16th  9:30am Covington Morning Worship 
 9:30am Stow Longa Holy Communion 
 9:30am Spaldwick Parish Communion 
 10:45pm Kimbolton Matins 
 11:00pm Barham Parish Communion 
19th  10:30am Kimbolton BCP Holy Communion 
 9:30am Tilbrook Parish Communion and Dedication  
23rd   9:30am Easton Morning Worship 
Lent 10:45am Kimbolton Parish Communion 
 3pm Kimbolton Evensong 
 4pm Spaldwick  All Age Worship in Community 

Room 
26th 8am & 

10:30am 
Kimbolton Ash Wednesday Communion and 

Ashing 
 2pm Spaldwick School visit re Ash Wednesday 
 7pm Spaldwick Ash Wednesday Communion and 

Ashing 

Churches together in the Benefice of South Leightonstone 
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Rector’s letter 
Dear Friends 

Yes, I know it’s February and Christmas and New Year are  
a distant memory, but can I just celebrate what an amazing series of 
celebrations went on in all our churches in the run up to Christmas.  What a 
treat, and my thanks to the dozens of people who made it work. 

Can I also give a shout out for our farmer friends, all of whom are concerned 
that they haven’t yet planted out their crops because of the wet weather.  I 
do hope this latest magazine sees things changing for them. 

Looking forward, we find Lent and Easter are nearly upon us.  For those of us 
who don’t pay much attention to these things (like me before I bothered with 
this Vicar thing), Lent is the 40-day period of fasting before Easter.  In the 
history of the church this period was the run-up to baptism for people who 
had been going through catechism (aka “training and teaching getting ready 
for baptism”) and was regarded as the final time of purification before 
baptism on Easter Sunday, which is why it’s associated with fasting.   

Back then, baptism – and the teaching leading up to it – was a hard-core thing 
to do.  People knew that in being baptised they were making a public 
statement of willingness to live and die for the Christ who died for them.  Isn’t 
it bizarre that that faith practices based literally on life-and-death issues have 
now evaporated into something vague about eggs, chocolate, and giving up 
something-or-other for a bit?  I’m not quite sure that’s a good thing entirely, 
but I am very glad we live in a place where freedom of belief and conscience 
are respected and not a reason to fear death. 

If you want to be a little bit more hard-core about faith, we are running lent 
groups throughout the Benefice.  These will give you the chance to re-plant 
your faith if you’ve gotten a bit water-logged by life (yes, that was a cheesy 
vicar-metaphor), so please do look up details on our website or give me a 
shout if you want to join in. 

Yours, Philip 
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Kimbolton St Andrews 
Floodlights 2-8 February: Bill Pinkney “In memory of my late mother, Alma 
Pinkney, on her birthday 16 January”. 
9- 15 February: In memory of Claude Banks, died 10 February.  “Dear Dad, it is 
three years since you left us – but you are never gone – forever in our hearts.  
All our love, Penny, Sally and families”. 
If you would like to sponsor the floodlights for a week, to mark an anniversary 
or other important event, please send your dedication by 15th of the 
preceding month, with £10 donation to Roy Butler, Castle Gardens, 
Kimbolton. 
Flowers 1 February: Wendy Watson 8 & 15 February: Penny Brereton  
No flowers in Lent 

Tilbrook All Saints 
Our Christingle/crib service was a great success with over 80 in the 
congregation. The Tilbrook orchestra were on great form and raised the roof 
with their playing. The young people who did the readings were excellent. 
Many thanks to all who contributed to this lovely service of worship to God. 
The collection totalled £370 which was shared between the children’s society 
and EACH. 

Many villagers joined us for mulled wine and mince pies in the village hall on  
Saturday 14 December following the Christingle service. Our carol singing 
around the village on Monday 23 December went very well collecting over 
£200 to be divided between the church and the village amenities group. 

On Sunday 29 December we hosted the united Benefice service which was 
taken by Rev Pamela Soult and attended by people from across the benefice. 
Refreshments followed in the church. 

Around the parishes 
Churches together in the Benefice of South Leightonstone 
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The PCC has decided that the church will now be open every Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday from 10am-3pm so please feel free to come in and see the newly 
refurbished reredos and gleaming candlesticks. A time to rest from walking the 
dog or simply to reflect. Anyone wishing to visit the church at any other time 
can still do so by contacting one of the key holders listed on the church 
noticeboard. A dedication service is being held on 23 February at 9.30am. 
Everyone is welcome, please do come and join us. 

The Art Group took a break after its very successful exhibition. It restarted in  
January to begin working towards the next exhibition.  

Anyone wishing to hire the village hall should contact Charles on 860121 
charles@paull.info or Grahame on 861425 grahamepilcher@aol.com 

Covington All Saints 
Our second Children’s service will be at 3pm on Sunday 9 Feb  and we plan to 
hold them every 3 months. The first one was a really enjoyable event for all 
ages, and we hope to continue to make these services an important part of our 
pattern of worship. Everyone is very welcome whatever your age-it’s however 
young you feel that matters!! 
Christmas in Covington The Carol Service was presided over by The 
Reverend John with his usual calm and benevolence. The church looked 
magical with all the candles lit on every ledge and nook-and-cranny and in 
every hand as well. The readers told the Christmas story with a lot of 
competition from the younger members. I can’t remember seeing so many 
children in our church for many many years. 

We collected a lot of goods for the Godmanchester food bank which  
Jo Williams had organised and also raised £200 for the Good Shepherd 
Orphanage in Zimbabwe... 



 10 

www.kymchurch.org.uk  www.facebook.com/revphiliphowson 

 

..The Mulled wine and mince pies we devoured noisily after the service while 
the children competed to blow out the candles. The church mice will have 
feasted on the crumbs and candlewax over Christmas. Thank you so much to 
everyone who helped to decorate the tree and the church,  and to the 
readers of lessons and makers of mince pies and mulled wine. 

Joan Lovell very sadly died just before Christmas after a long illness. We all 
offer our deepest sympathy to David, who had looked after her so faithfully 
for so many years. 

Impromptu Party Night at the Village Hall The amenities committee 
organised a very good social in the hall in early December. It was a very good 
party and hopefully will lead to many more! 

Stow Longa St Botolph’s 
Catch up: There are a few things to catch up with since 
the last Parish Magazine: The St Andrew’s Day Ceilidh, 
held in the nave of the church, was a hugely enjoyable 
evening and all tickets were sold out. Although it didn’t 
raise a massive amount (£278) towards the Window 
Repair Fund, it certainly showed what an immensely 
versatile and valuable building our little church is to 
the community of Stow Longa and its neighbours. 
Many thanks to all the organisers and to Kate, the 
musicians and the brilliant Scottish dancers.    

The Christmas services were wonderful and well attended.  The church, 
decorated with candles and greenery, looked beautiful.  Once again, on 
Christmas Morning, we sang the lovely Dunstan Carol, accompanied this year 
by Ken on our marvellous pipe organ. 

Around the parishes 
Churches together in the Benefice of South Leightonstone 
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St Botolph’s Big Birthday 17 June—see page 13. 

Church Windows: This year the PCC will be asking for your help to raise 
around £25,000 which is roughly half the estimated cost of repairing the 
church windows.  Grants are available but they will only match the funding we 
manage to raise ourselves.   
Part of the fundraising will be achieved through enjoyable events but we will 
also be asking you to give generously please.  A letter will be delivered to all 
households advising how you can help and members of the PCC will then 
follow up with a visit.  

Lent Groups:  Rev Phil is keen for us all to connect with Lent this year and 
there will be several Lent groups running.  If you would like to join one please 
contact Christine 860519. 

Parish Council News:  Our Parish Council, in conjunction with Kimbolton PC, 
have been meeting with Costain, the builder responsible for the construction 
work taking place at the gas works on the airfield, regarding the construction 
traffic coming through the village.  These vehicles are not supposed to come 
through Stow and signs have now been erected on the airfield and in 
Spaldwick to remind the drivers of this fact.  If anyone sees any large 
construction vehicles coming through the village, they should record the date, 
time and registration number and report it. 

Poppy Collection:  In November the Stow Longa Poppy Appeal collection 
raised £103.88 for the RBL. 

Village Pub Walk:  Come and join us for a Spring walk to a pub for lunch – 
details to follow.    
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Barham St Giles 
St Giles monthly service will continue in 2020 on the 3rd Sunday of every 
month at 11am. Come along and enjoy a catch up with Tea, Coffee and 
Biscuits.  Our next service is on February 16 at 11am. If you’ve never been to 
Barham, put the date in your diary and we’ll see you there! 
Barham loves to meet new people, come and join! You’ll never leave!! 

Barham Carol Service: This was due to be held on 20 December but the 
weather decided otherwise and the road outside the church was flooded and 
it was cancelled.  Not to be outdone by the weather, we held the Carol service 
on 3 January and there were 40 in the congregation.  There has been great 
feedback on the service, not only the excellent singing and festive cheer as 
usual but also,  what a great time to enjoy getting together after 
Xmas.  Maybe a thought for future years to have a post Xmas celebration?? 

Spaldwick St James 
Christmas—Thank you to everyone who played a part of any kind in 
celebrating Christmas in the church.  Your contributions were outstanding and 
it was wonderful to share this special time of year with such a special local 
community.  Rob Burton, Winner of the BBC Young Musician 2018 Woodwind 
Final and Grand Finalist in the Competition and young Lola’s performances can 
still be found on the St James Spaldwick facebook page. 

Thanks also to all the villagers and friends who supported Lyndy’s on line 
Christmas card, sharing seasonal greetings throughout the neighbourhood, 
and raising more than £500 towards keeping the church running!  

Clean up  Thank you to those who have been coming along to our regular 
church clean, generally held on the 3rd Saturday of the month.    

Around the parishes 
Churches together in the Benefice of South Leightonstone 
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What’s on? 
St James’ Restart Celebration & Consultation   
Since he arrived in the benefice the Rev Philip Howson has been working with 
local enthusiasts to re-think how St James Spaldwick can best be developed to 
become a thriving Parish church which is enjoyable, relevant and accessible to 
the whole community.  So please do join us at 4pm on 2 February to hear our 
plans, tell us what you’d like from us and how as a community you can help us 
get there. All welcome including small children—refreshments provided.   

Spaldwick "Friday natters, community matters"  
2nd and 4th Fridays (14 Feb and 28 Feb) What a great start to our new 
fortnightly social get together with tea/coffee and cake.  Everyone is welcome 
including small children (but please bring your mum, dad, granny or carer 
too!).  Drop into the Community Room anytime on 1.30-3.30pm.  Please bring 
your friends and neighbours and continue to spread the word.  

St Botolph’s Big Birthday 17 June 
This year is St Botolph’s 1400th birthday and we plan to celebrate it with some 
special events, for starters 
Saturday 9 May: The Wandering Minstrels will put on an evening of Gilbert & 
Sullivan in the church. 
Saturday 20 June: The Bedford Quire will hold a West Gallery Music workshop in 
the church in the morning, inviting other quires and people interested in learning 
and playing/singing music from local sources.  In the evening the Quire will present 
a varied and interesting concert featuring local historical research on St. Botolph's 
and its people! 
During the weekend of 20/21 June children’s events are also planned plus a 
barbecue on the play area and, of course, a Patronal Festival in the church on 
Sunday. 
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Kimbolton Community Cinema 
at the Mandeville Hall 
Friday 21 February 7.30pm 
ROCKETMAN 15 

Biographical musical fantasy of Elton John’s  
breakthrough years. Tickets £5 Adults, over 60 £4 from Olivers, Old Swan 
Pharmacy,  Bytes Café or on the door. Bar, ice cream & free popcorn 
Contact jrstratford@hotmail.com  
web:http//e-voice.org.uk/ themandevillehallkimbolton/communitycinema 

Kimbolton Country Fayre & Classic Car Show - 
Sunday 12 July   
A spectacular family event inc: The Imps Motorcycle Display Team, Welsh 
Axemen Lumberjack Sports Team, over 800 Classic cars, 50+ stalls, Lindy Hop 
Dancers, Millers Ark Animals  
and much more!  
www.kimboltoncountryfayre.com  
www.facebook.com/kimboltonfayre 

 

What’s on? 
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The Galaxy Big Band—Saturday 14 March 7pm 
at Mandeville Hall, Kimbolton—see The Rotary Club of Kimbolton Castle 
advert on inside front cover for full details.   

Local History Society 
Kimbolton Local History Society meets monthly on Wednesday evenings 
at Kimbolton Castle for talks on a wide range of topics of historical 
interest relating to places within about 30 miles of Kimbolton.  
Membership is open to anyone with an interest in the history of this 
area.  For details please contact Nora Butler 01480 861007. 

Save the Children—Saturday 7 March 7.30pm 
Booking is now open for tables at the annual Save the Children Quiz 
Night, organised by Kimbolton and District Branch, in the Mandeville 
Hall.  A table of eight costs £60 (£7.50 per person) which includes an 
excellent ploughman’s supper.  Join us for an enjoyable evening and help 
to raise much-needed funds for the charity’s work with 49 million 
children worldwide.  Please contact Nora Butler 01480 861007 if you are 
interested in entering a team. 
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Kimbolton Flower Club—
18 February 7pm
Our meeting in February will be a 
flower arranging demonstration on 
historic flowers by Linda Seabrook.  
This will take place at the Mandeville 
Hall, Kimbolton on February 18 at 7 
pm for 7.30 pm. There will be a raffle 
of the arrangements and light 
refreshments. All welcome, visitors 
£7.50 

Castle—Sunday 1 March 1-4pm 
If your knowledge of Kimbolton Castle is non-existent or goes no further than 
weddings, craft fairs or parents’ evenings, Sunday 1 March provides the 
opportunity to find out more about this outstanding building, which regularly 
attracts visitors from all over the country and from overseas.   

The Castle State Rooms will be open from 1-4pm with knowledgeable guides on 
hand to explain the history, art and architecture.  Families are particularly 
welcome, with a dressing-up box and animal, Tudor and Victorian trails.  
Admission charges are very modest - £5 for adults, £4 over 60s and £2.50 
children.   

What’s on?
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The run up to Christmas here at Kimbolton Primary Academy was very 
exciting and good fun.  We all enjoyed our visit to St. Andrew’s Church for our 
annual Christingle service.  Ash class performed their nativity play, “Mary’s 
Knitting”, to a thrilled audience.  We also had a visit from the Raptor 
Foundation as a special treat to end the term on Reward Day.  The children 
were shown three birds of prey and learnt a lot about their habitats, and the 
way they live in the wild. 

In the first week of the Spring Term, KPA, along with Great Staughton Primary 
Academy went to Grafham Water for a residential trip.  We did a range of 
different activities including high ropes, orienteering, pioneering and 
mountain biking.  Everyone had a great time, got very muddy and met our 
new challenges well. 

This week Year 5 have been practising for the Lego League as they are taking 
part in a competition against pupils from other schools on Saturday.  They 
have to control a robot to complete different tasks.  Everyone is looking 
forward to it. 

Today Ash class are very lucky as they are learning about a surprise artist.  Oak 
class are learning about the digestive system and doing experiments.  Rowan 
class are going to look at explorers and exploring: they will be studying Ernest 
Shackleton’s expedition to the Antarctic   

Kimbolton Primary Academy 
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Thought of the month

My regular vice is a white 
bread cheese toasty for lunch.  
I love white-bread cheese 
toasties! Unfortunately for me, 
the shopping cycle in my 
house generally means that 
Imogen buys both brown 
bread and white bread, and 
when the white is used up, I 
have to resort to brown-bread 
cheese toasties.  And they are 
Not Good.  They are particularly 
Not Good if the brown bread is 
wholemeal.  When wholemeal 
bread is used for a toasty, it’s 
more like inserting melty cheese 
between stiff cardboard.  Who 
wants that? 
Yet the dietary gurus reading this 
will tell me that brown bread is 
better for me than white bread, 
and so I begrudgingly chew 
through the brown-bread toasty 
when I must. 

This is the point in the article 
where I extend the metaphor to 
Jesus.  So, if you’re insistent in 
rejecting Christian faith, you can 
stop here if you want. 
It’s my observation that 
Christmas is where God comes 
to us as the white-bread God.  
The love of God comes to us in a 
squishy baby.  No threat there.  
Nothing difficult to think about.  
This is the God who’s easy to 
take in.  Is that why we see our 
churches heaving with people at 
Christmas? 
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But move on to Easter and it all 
goes a bit brown bread.  The God 
stuff gets a lot chewier and 
difficult to digest.  God is literally 
made to be brown bread 
(Cockney rhyming slang btw) and 
then he messes with all our 
heads by getting resurrected.   
Lent and Easter are much 
chewier times than Christmas 
because of that, and I suspect 
that’s why we see more people 
in church at Christmas than 
Easter.  Nevertheless, we all 
know that it’s the brown bread 
cheese toasty that’s better for 
me.   Chewier – certainly.  Less 
popular – of course.  But 
ultimately better for us. So 
what’s it to be this year?   
The white-bread God, or the 
brown-bread one?  The side of 
God that is tougher to digest, but 

ultimately better for us; or the 
easy-eat fast-food happy meal 
God? Check our website (details 
below) for Lent Groups and 
Easter services  
Rev Phil Howson 
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Business 
listing— 

Use 
your 

own list 

Business & Professional 
Services 
Beacon Wealth Management 

Chartered Independent Financial 
Advisers providing tailored advice for 
personal & business requirements.  

Old Chapel, Thrapston Rd, 
Kimbolton. tlarkins@beaconwealth 
.co.uk, 869466  

Carndu Limited             
Project & risk management, 

explosives consultants, database & 
web design.   info@carndu.com, 
878620 

Kimbolton Castle         
Conferences; Receptions; licensed for 

civil marriages; Group Tours by 
arrangement throughout the year 
(incl. evenings).  860505 

Pulse Digital 
PC repairs., Upgrades, Wireless LAN 

installations, Sales, Software support 
and digital photography. 
 860142 

Construction & Building Services 

Adam Woodbine 
Multi service contractors, 
landscaping, building/agricultural 

services. Based in Kimbolton. 
www.adwoodbine.co.uk 
adam@woodbine71.plus. com 

861627,   07901 555 640 

Brian Strand   
Carpentry; Joinery; Repairs.  5 
Chapel Yd. Pertenhall. 861508 

Hartley Electrical Services 
Domestic and General installations.  

Registered NIC Domestic Installer.  
07734 804 927 

Ways with Wood 
Cabinet maker & furniture restorer J 
Baker Outbldgs Bottom Fm 

Covington PE28 0RU. 861580  

Entertainment 

Ballet   
Linda Allen School of Dance.  Ballet 
& tap dance classes for children & 

adults at Mandeville hall Kimbolton 
and Spaldwick school - Mondays,  
Kim- Tues, Wed & Thurs.  

www.balletclass.org.uk, 
balletlass@btinternet.com, 861332 

Home & Garden 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines,Cookers, 
Dishwashers,Tumble Dryers, 
Fridges,etc. In association with David 

Watson,  former customers may 
contact Owen Gough on:   01480 212 
426 

Fair Fabrics 
Interior design service for your 

home.  Call Emma Lewsley 890026  
07939 150 217 

Home 'N' Dry
Carpet Dry Cleaning  eliminates 
house mites, benefits asthma 

sufferers; upholstery cleaned.  
890648,  07734 698 705 

Bed & Breakfast, Carters Yard 

 High Street Kimbolton PE28 OHG.  
www.cartersyard.co.uk, 01480 861 
178 

Bed & Breakfast, Globe and 
Chequers 

Luxury Ensuite Rooms in barn 
conversion.  
www.globeandchequers. 

co.uk Tel. Cheryll  
01480 890 247 

Bed & Breakfast - The Hall Farm 
2 ensuite twin rooms on ground floor.  
Tel Simon/Linda on 

www.thehallfarm.com (Tilbrook) 
01480 860 696 

Bed & Breakfast - The Old Manse 
35 Thrapston Road, Kimbolton, 
861675 

Holiday cottage in Norfolk   
Delightful 3 bed period cottage 
(sleeps 5/6) to let in Holt, Norfolk. 

Parking, log burner, garden.  Please 
call Georgina Harper-Smith for 
details.  07790 941 325   

Hospitality

Business & Professional 
Services 

Construction & Building 
Services 

Entertainment 

Home & Garden 



 

Ashfield House Beauty Clinic 

Clarins skincare specialist. Ashfield 
House, Station Road. Jane 
Crawshaw.    861563 

Crowsons
  Funeral Directors, Barnwell. 01832 

272269
 

Jill Dighton 

Professional counselling services for 
individuals or couples, in a secure, 
confidential and non-judgemental 

atmosphere 
www.jilldightoncounselling.co.uk, 
07925 852 985 

Silhouette Hair Design 
 Open Monday -Saturday, 3 Cromwell 

Court. 860694 

Oliver Russell Property 
Consultants 

 Residential and Commercial Property 

Sales and Lettings, Independent 
property consultants established in 
2009. 40A High Street, Kimbolton. 

861842
 

Peter Lane & Partners
 Independent Estate Agents, 24 High 

Street. 860400 

The New Sun Inn 
 Bar Meals & Snacks; a la carte 

Restaurant; fresh fish daily, Sunday 
Lunches. Small parties, weddings & 

meetings catered for. Outside catering 
for all your requirements. 860052 

The Saddle   
High St. Kimbolton offers traditional 
pub meals with local ingredients, bar 

snacks, European and continental 
favourites and fresh fish.  860408 

Abington E & Sons Ltd 
Quality Menswear, Tailoring, 
Outfitting & Hire Wear, 2 East Street.  

860224 

Crawsons Patisserie 

Made to order sandwiches, bread rolls 
& rolls, patisseries & cakes, coffees 
& teas 

The Kimbolton Flower Shop 
36 High Street, Kimbolton PE28 0HA     
700660  07565504597 
TheKimboltonFlowerShop8@gmail.c
om 

Fishers Hardware 
Cookware, gardening, solid fuel.  30 

High Street.  861465 

Grafton Crafts 

Suppliers of Paper Crafts, Card 
making and Scrapbooking.   
Visit us online 

www.graftoncrafts.co.uk.  
Workshops at Ouse Rd Bicton  Ind.  
862850 

Hellett & Sons          
Family Butchers. 860242 

Homefield Nursery 
Wide range of quality shrubs & 
perennials plus widest range of 

bedding plants & hanging baskets in 
the area. Open Mar–Jul & Sept–Nov, 
Station Road, Catworth.  01832 

710428 

Old Swan Pharmacy  

29 High Street, Dispensing Chemist, 
travel Health Clinic (immunisations).  
Mon-Fri 9-5.30 pm, Sat 9-1 pm. 

860282 

The Post Office 
Temporary phone numbers 
29 High Street, Dispensing Chemist, 

travel Health Clinic (immunisations).  
Mon-Fri 9-5.30 pm, Sat 9-1 pm. 
07888728374 
07940582204 

Olivers of Kimbolton             

General Store; Greengrocer; 
Confectioner; Off Licence; Coffee 
Shop. 16 High Street. 860217 

Transportation 
KKim Cars 
Quality private hire.  Local runs, 

airports; contract welcome. 
www.kimcars.co.uk, 861333   

Robinsons Kimbolton        
Garage, Coaches.  Mon-Fri 8-5. 
860581 Budgeons Mon-Sat 6-10 & 

Sun 7-9. 860582

Personal Services & Care

Real Estate 

Restaurants 

Transportation 

Shopping & Retail 
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