
Leightonstone Churches Joint Council

Minutes of meeting in Catworth Village Hall at 19.00 on 6th February 2025

Present: Revd Canon Philip Howson (chair), Christine Eggleston (Brington); Jo Batch (Children & Families Minister), John Saunders (Leighton Bromswold), Josie Brown (Covington), John Prentis (Molesworth), Nicola Matthews (PSO, Stow Longa), John Hurley (Catworth), Michael O’Callaghan (Secretary)
Apologies: Lynn Johnston, Tristan Pither, Pauline Swinden, Imogen Howson, Ian Brennan, Clare Firby, Jon Croke, Geoff Burn, Tony McNiff, Revd John Rawlinson, Revd Pamela Soult, 


1. Welcome and Prayer
Philip opened the meeting with prayer and reflection on the Gospel reading from Luke 5.1-11, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’

2. Introductions 
We welcomed Jo Batch, who will be taking up duty on 3rd March and introduced her to the Council.

Tristan Pithers is stepping down from the Joint Council because he is moving out of the Benefice.  Philip paid tribute to the energy and wisdom Tristan had brought to the formation of the Council and we wished him well in his new parish.  We will ask Kimbolton PCC to appoint a new representative.

3. Minutes
Minutes of the meeting held on 7th November 2024, as amended on 22nd November, were approved.  There were no matters arising not covered on this meeting’s agenda.

4. Safeguarding 
Nicola reported excellent progress on DBS and training requirements for the Joint Council (JC), with just a couple of members needing to complete their training.  The JC is at Level 3 on the Safeguarding Dashboard.

Nicola has received very good cooperation from PCCs too, with most now at Level 3.
Risk assessments have been prepared for those activities that require them.  Nicola asked parish representatives to provide her with a list of all their PCC members.

Safer Recruitment processes (some retrospective) are in progress or completed.

JC members should notify Nicola, confidentially, of any of the following that they are aware of: past or current safety plans/protection plans, paedophilia or violent behaviour restrictions, relating to members of PCCs or their congregations.

Philip said that the next JC meeting would be commissioning work with children and vulnerable groups, so that any JC members not fully up to date with DBS and training would need to step back.

5. Updating our Plan 
Much of the work on the Plan has so far gone into the successful creation of the Children & Families Minister post and the recruitment process (see item 7).  The Plan will be updated as Jo begins to take on work in that area and as other initiatives (e.g. in the areas of worship and music) are taken forward.

6. Finance
We welcomed Geoff Burn’s clear report on JC Finances and projected Parish Share contributions for West Leightonstone.  While one or two parishes may struggle to meet the amounts assigned to them, Philip reported a generally positive response from parishes.

7. Children’s and Families Ministry
Jon S reported that Jo’s contract of employment is almost ready, following consultations with Ely.  Jo’s highest level DBS clearance is awaited and her Safeguarding Leadership training is scheduled.  Philip is preparing Jo’s induction plan and, if need be, she can start work with limited, risk-assessed duties, as she finds out about us.  

Jo’s Commissioning will be held at the Benefice service on Mothering Sunday, 30th March.  It may also be appropriate for her to take part in the LLM licensing service on 4th October, to mark her transfer from Peterborough Diocese.

It was agreed that the Council would pay for Jo’s work equipment.  Jo will buy a new phone and claim the cost and will liaise with Philip and Geoff (or Tony) about her choice of laptop.

8. Simon Dommett 
Simon will be licensed at Winwick on 4th March.  He will be on duty for two Sundays a month in West Leightonstone from April onwards and work two other days a week.  Philip sees him as having a particular role in growing new leaders and discipleship, helping to bring in the many ‘on the fringes’ of the church community.

9. Brington School 
Angela reported on her visit to the school, which now has 91 pupils, and her contact within the Chair of Governors.  Her enhanced DBS is in place and she is only awaiting final approval of her appointment as Foundation Governor from Ely.

Philip explained that Woodland Worship is currently paused and will be reconfigured when Jo is in post.  Jacqueline McCamplhill from the Diocesan team is also supporting the school.

10. Future Joint Council meetings: 1st May and 6th August 2025, both in Tilbrook Rectory at 19.00.

The meeting concluded with prayer.

