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Churchyard Policy for St Peter’s, Easton 
 
Date of Policy: September 2020 
Review Date: Ongoing as changes happen within Ely Diocese 

Introduction 
 
The Rector and Parochial Church Council (PCC) are pleased that Easton has a well-
maintained open churchyard in a beautiful setting, one which we intend will remain 
available to residents and relatives for many years to come. 
 
We are sharing this policy so that everyone may understand the rights and obligations 
associated with our churchyard.  We hope this will help you should you be bereaved and 
want to use our facility. 
 
Many people may not realise that Church of England churches are self-financing local 
charities, and like any charity we are constrained and directed by a parent-body.  For us that 
body is the Church of England, and through its laws, rules and guidance we balance caring 
for our communities, expressing the living faith of Jesus Christ, and maintaining the 
important legacy of our beautiful building and churchyard – which are listed.   This means 
we are constrained by legislation and regulations much like you would find for any listed 
premises, and we hope this policy will help you understand the freedoms and obligations 
available to us and to all users of this important resource. 
 
Ely Diocese has its own guidance supplementary to the regulations, which you may find 
helpful and can be found here: 
https://www.elydiocese.org/content/pages/documents/15692518791121027003.pdf 
 

  

https://www.elydiocese.org/content/pages/documents/15692518791121027003.pdf
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1 Rights of Burial 
If you live in the Parish of Easton you have the right to be buried in the churchyard. 
 
The Rector (also known as the Vicar) also has the right of discretion to allow burials for non-
residents.  Examples we would welcome are where close family are already buried in the 
graveyard or the deceased used to live in the parish and retained a strong personal 
connection to it. 

2 Maintaining the Churchyard and Gravestones 
The PCC has the primary responsibility for maintaining the grounds of the churchyard.  
Subject to resources we will maintain the churchyard to an attractive standard and we 
welcome the support of any friends who wish to maintain it with us. 
 
The purchase and maintenance of grave-stones and -markers are the responsibility of the 
family or next of kin.   
 
Where the monument or ledger stone is less than 50 years old you may carry out works of 
repair to it provided the monument was lawfully introduced into the churchyard and the 
Rector authorises the repairs.  You can find the relevant regulations in sections 31-34 here:  
https://www.elydiocese.org/content/pages/documents/15687309931414832737.pdf 
 
We recognise that you may want to pay greater attention to the grave of your loved one, 
and we welcome that.  However, please bear in mind that a grave must be simply grassed 
over rather than turned into a mini garden.  Flowers and other ornaments may be removed 
if they don’t meet the Diocesan standards which can be read in sections 35-40 in the above 
document.   

3 Location of Graves 
In collaboration with the PCC, it is the Rector’s decision where graves are to be located.   
 
He/she will be happy to discuss that with you should you require, and will be flexible based 
on the following considerations: 

- The available space and whether the new location may impede space in the future 
- The proximity of the new grave to other family members 
- Whether there are any obvious health and safety considerations 
- Whether there are compelling pastoral reasons for the location 

 
We have two areas set out for cremated remains and as a general rule would allocate 
cremated remains in those areas. 

  

https://www.elydiocese.org/content/pages/documents/15687309931414832737.pdf
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4 Monuments and Ledger Stones 
The Diocesan rules on monuments and ledger stones are strongly informed by the following 
principles: 

1. the need to maintain the appearance of the churchyard and individual plots in a 
manner which is broadly acceptable to all those whose loved ones are interred 
there; and 

2. that the distinctive character of the churchyards within the Diocese are maintained 
in the context of their setting around the parish church  

You can find the guidance and regulations here:  https://www.elydiocese.org/parish-
support/church-buildings/guidance-notes-and-policies-search-our-database/churchyards-
and-memorials.php 
 
There are particular rules regarding memorials and ledger stones – the size, type of stone, 
appearance, inscriptions etc which you can find here: 
https://www.elydiocese.org/content/pages/documents/15687309931414832737.pdf 
 
Before memorial or ledger stone is introduced, it must be authorised in writing by the 
Rector after application from your stonemason.  Unauthorised memorials risk being 
removed.  Your stonemason can find the memorial application form here: 
https://www.elydiocese.org/content/pages/documents/15687303611700602101.pdf 
 
In some circumstances you may apply to the Chancellor of the Diocese if the Rector is 
unable to lawfully authorise your request.   

5 Fees and Charges 
The PCC are required to charge for funerals, burials, installing gravestones and additions and 
amendments to gravestones.  Most charges are nationally calculated and are known as 
“statutory” fees.   
 
Some fees are locally calculated, and the PCC may also charge for travel costs, heating, 
vergers who assist in services and other miscellaneous costs within certain limits. 
 
We would not charge for the burial of children. 
 
You can find the current statutory fees on the Ely Diocese website: 
https://www.elydiocese.org/parish-support/finance/parochial-fees/parochial-fees.php 

6 Reserving a Grave 
If you want a particular grave to be yours, or available for your loved one, you may wish to 
reserve it.  Reserving a grave may only be done through application to the Diocese and may 
only be granted by the Chancellor of the Diocese.  You can find the application process here: 
https://elydiocesanregistry.co.uk/faculty-jurisdiction/graves/ 
 
It is not within the authority of the PCC or the Rector to reserve grave spaces for anyone. 
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